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Had such a plan been adopted at the time it was proposed, the taxes of
England and France, as two of the parties, would have been at least ten
millions sterling annually to each nation less than they were at the com-
mencement of the French Revolution.
To conceive a cause why such a plan has not been adopted (and that
instead of a Congress for the purpose of preventing war, it has been called
only to terminate a war, after a fruitless expence of several years), it
will be necessary to consider the interest of Governments as a distinct
interest to that of Nations.
Whatever is the cause of taxes to a Nation, becomes also the means of
revenue to a Government. Every war terminates with an addition of taxes,
and consequently with an addition of revenue; and in any event of war,
in the manner they are now commenced and concluded, the power and
interest of Governments are increased. War, therefore, from its productive-
ness, as it easily furnishes the pretence of necessity for taxes and appoint-
ments to places and offices, becomes a principal part of the system of old
Governments; and to establish any mode to abolish war, however advan-
tageous it might be to Nations, would be to take from such Government
the most lucrative of its branches. The frivolous matters upon which war
is made shew the disposition and avidity of Governments to uphold the
system of war, and betray the motives upon which they act.
Why are not Republics plunged into war, but because the nature of
their Government does not admit of an interest distinct from that of the
Nation? Even Holland, though an ill-constructed Republic, and with a
commerce extending over the world, existed nearly a century without
war; and the instant the form of Government was changed in France the
republican principles of peace and domestic prosperity and economy arose
with the new Government; and the same consequences would follow the
same causes in other nations.
As war is the system of Government on the old construction, the ani-
mosity which Nations reciprocally entertain is nothing more than what
the policy of their Governments excites to keep up the spirit of the sys-
tem. Each Government accuses the other of perfidy, intrigue, and ambi-
tion, as a means of heating the imagination of their respective Nations,
and incensing them to hostilities. Man is not the enemy of Man, but
through the medium of a false system of Government. Instead, there-
fore, of exclaiming against the ambition of Kings, the exclamation should
be directed against the principle of such Governments; and instead of
seeking to reform the individual, the wisdom of a Nation should apply
itself to reform the system.